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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
LoWELL, MASSACHUSETTS
MAy 26, 2019




LOWELL

Weekends:

Saturday
Sunday

Weekdays:

Mon. - Fri.
Saturday
Mon. — Fri.

Wednesday

‘IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

%a /

/[

Mass Schedule

4:00 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. Family Mass
11:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

7:30 a.m. (Rectory Chapel)
9:00 a.m. (Rectory Chapel)

12:00 NN (SMMC Chapel)

7:00 p.m. Mass and Prayer Group
(Rectory Chapel)

Holydays — As announced

Adoration and Holy Hour

First Wednesday of each month 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00 p.m.

Rosary 6:00 p.m. followed by Benediction and Mass

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the parish and
are encouraged to become actively involved.
New parishioners should register at the Rectory

as soon as possible.

144 East Merrimack Street
Lowell, Massachusetts 01852

Rectory: 3 Fayette Street
Tel: 978-458-1474 <+ Fax: 978-446-0790
Office Hours: 8:00 to 3:00, Mon.-Thurs. 8 to 12 Noon-Fri.

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Nicholas A. Sannella, Pastor

Rev. Kenneth Healey, SM, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Raju Muringayil, O. Praem, Assisting Priest
Deacon Stephen M.Papik
Deacon Carlos Desousa
Sister Irene Martineau, SASV, Secretary & Bulletin Editor
Ms. Claire Couillard
Pastoral Associate
Director of Religious Education Gr. 1-10

Catherine Fiorino, School Principal
School Tel: 978-454-5339
School Fax: 978-454-6593

Parish Website: www.iclowell.org
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Sacraments

Baptism — On an individual basis by appointment.
Please contact the Rectory Office.

Reconciliation — By appointment

Matrimony — Arrangements must be made at least six
months in advance.

Ministry to the Sick — Please inform the Staff about anyone
confined in your home or in a Nursing Home. Communion is
brought regularly to the homebound.

ofe ofe ole ole ole oo ofe oo ol ol ofe ole ofo ofe ofe oo oo ofe ole ol ol
Bulletin Deadline: Friday at Noon

Parish Meetings
St. Vincent de Paul:  7:00 p.m. Monday in rectory
Adult Choir: 2:00 p.m. Tuesday in church
Religious Education: Sundays, bi-monthly from 10:00 a.m.

to 12 noon
at Immaculate Conception School


http://www.iclowell.org/

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Saturday, May 25, 2019
4:00 PM Paul F. Stanton

Sunday, May 26, 2019 Sixth Sunday of Easter

7:30 AM Virginia C. Creegan

9:00 AM Michael Spinney, Anniversary
11:30 AM Ted Szczechura, 90™ Birthday

5:00 PM

Monday, May 27, 2019 St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop
7:30 AM

Tuesday, May 28, 2019

7:30 AM Mary Morrill, Mass of Healing
Wednesday, May 29, 2019

7:30 AM

6:30 PM PEREGRINE MASS
Thursday, May 30, 2019 ASCENSION OF THE LORD

HOLY DAY

7:30 AM In church

9:00 AM School and all who wish to attend

12:00 NN
Friday, May 31, 2019 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin

7:30 AM

12:00 NN

First Saturday, June 1, 2019  St. Justin, Martyr

9:00 AM Anita Oakes, Birthday

4:00 PM

6:00 PM HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
6:30 PM SAINT ANTHONY CHURCH

Sunday, June 2, 2019 Seventh Sunday of Easter

7:30 AM Edward Hogan, 40" Anniversary
9:00 AM Thomas M. Creegan

11:30 AM
5:00 PM
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May 19, 2019 Fifth Sunday of Easter
Weekly Collection: $5,571.00
Seminarians: $2m308.00
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Thanks
to our
Advertisers ¢
2 for their
Support

Reflection on the Sixth Sunday of Easter
Theology has two words to describe the space
between God and us - transcendent and immanent.
When we say God is transcendent,
we speak of the One whose ways are not our ways,
the placer of stars and maker of mountains.
This is God who transcends our understanding,
whose being goes beyond what we can know.
When we say God is immanent,
we mean His nearness to us.

This is the way Jesus speaks of himself in today's
Gospel. ""Whoever loves me keeps my word...and
we will come to him and make our dwelling with him."'

The Hebrews saw God as intimately
involved with the fate of their people.

But for all His care, God was still distant to most.
He spoke through prophets and was represented
in blazes of fire and pillars of cloud.

Priests offered animal sacrifice to atone for the nation's
sins. While we still know that God is transcendent —
any morning's resplendent sunrise confirms this —
Jesus introduces us to himself in a new way.
Not only does Jesus walk among us,
but the Holy Spirit dwells within us.

"The Advocate, the Holy Spirit...
will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I told you.

Peace | leave with you!""

How do you tend to view God?

For many of us, the transcendent sense of a distant God
might fill our perception.
Today's Gospel reminds us of something altogether
different, something more intimate.
Our God remains with us.
He overcomes the confusion of the world and speaks
peace to our troubled hearts.
Our God is not far from us.
The more we remain connected to Him
and love as He loved,
the more we will experience His nearness.
We can have confidence in His presence and
rest in His encouragement:
"'Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid."
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Immaculate Conception School

218 East Merrimack Street « Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 454-5339 - Fa (978) 454-6593
Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges
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The Immaculate Conception School

MAY SCHEDULE
MAY 26
MEMORIAL DAY
See cemetery Masses
in the bulletin

MAY 27
NO SCHOOL

MAY 28
Immaculate Conception Church

Golf Tournament

MAY 29
Mr. Adrian
Dance Recital
6 PM

MAY 30
ASCENSION THURSDAY
MASS 9 AM —

ALL ARE INVITED

MAY 31
Invention Convention
Grades3 & 4
8 10 9:30 AM
NWEA
Testing Ends
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Summer Tutor available:

15" ANNUAL

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
GOLF TOURNAMENT AND BANQUET

Dear Parishioners,

GOLF NEWS!

Yes, we are PLANNING our Annual Fund raiser
the 15" Immaculate Conception Golf Tournament
and Annual Parish Social
which will be held on Tuesday, May 28™
We are looking for items for the
LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION.

This is a great way for you, our parishioners,
to participate.

SUGGESTIONS:

Donations of gift cards to restaurants!

Gift cards to places where you do business or
own a business!

Movie tickets!

Donate a weekend to your summer or winter home!
Theme gift baskets (fun to do with a friend)!
We are asking for donations of bottles of wine
with a value of $16 or higher for one of our
silent auction raffles.

Please indicate the price on the bottle.

This raffle was very successful and we’re looking to top
the money we brought in last year!

Also, the wine bottle could be your contribution

to our parish and school.
All of the above can be brought to the
Church rectory
Since there is no Red Sox ticket raffle this year,
we are hoping that you will support this fund raiser
by attending the Banquet.
Tickets are $50.00 and may be purchased

Certified teacher available to tutor this summer.
Grades K through Grade 5.
All subjects. Sessions held at a library.
Flexible schedule. 45 dollars per hour.
Call Julie Chachus if interested at 781 856 6833.

at the rectory office between 7 AM and 2 PM
OR at the hall door the night of the banquet.
Thank you again for your continued generosity and
support of our church and school.
Questions? Contact the Rectory Office!
Father Nick and the Golf Committee
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OUR ARMED FORCES
Lance CPL James Bakanosky U.S. Marines AFGHANISTAN
Sgt. James R. Boudreau U.S. Army Newport, RI
Capt. Christopher Buck, U.S. Army Clarksville, TN
Lance CPL Michael P Crowley U.S. Marines-AFGHANISTAN
Corp. James Farley U.S. Marines Special Forces Mideast
SN Michael Gendron U.S Coast Guard
Gunnery Sgt. Michael G. Hill U.S. Marines,Camp Lejeune,NC
1%t Lt. Jeremy LaBranche U.S. Army Fort Carson, CO

SPC Pieter Lobscher U.S.Army AFGHANISTAN
AST 3 Michael Linehan U.S. Coast Guard

A/C Emily McPhillips Air Force

Master Sgt. Nicholas Owens  USAF MacDill AFB
Platoon Sgt. John J. Rogers U.S. Army Korea

NATIONAL GUARDS

K_k_k_Kk_k_k_k_k_k_%

Father Sannella will be in Rome
and will hopefully be celebrating Mass at the Vatican
June 25 or 26, 2019. If you are interested in
attending this Mass, please contact Father
at the rectory 978-458-1474.
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St. Joseph the Worker Shrine
37 Lee St., Lowell, MA
will sponsor a Mass and Healing Service
on Tuesday, May 28™ from 7 to 9 PM
Father Richard McAlear, a Lowell native known
for his world-wide Ministry of Hope and Healing,
will celebrate. 978-458-6345
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Be transformed by Jesus’ love in your marriage by
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.
The next Weekend is June 8-9, 2019 in Medway, MA.
For more information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary
at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
ON THE FIRST SATURDAY
OF EACH MONTH

After the 9 AM Mass, please join us to recite the rosary
and reflect on the mystery for 15 minutes
at the IC Chapel.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
We invite you to attend on the
First Saturday of each month
a Marian Devotion which will consist of
15 decades of the Rosary
and other prayers to honor Our Lady.
It will be held at Holy Trinity Church
340 High Street, Lowell, MA
at 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
We hope you will consider joining us.
For further information please call
978-454-4395 (Anna or Ted)
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I often lead group prayer with similar words:

""Give us the wisdom to know Your will for our lives and the
courage to follow it as we seek to make our community a
clearer reflection of the Kingdom of God."

The words acknowledge that we need to be about God's will,
not our own, and in that journey, we will bear greater witness
to the transforming power of Jesus Christ.

We talk about how we are called to live a stewardship way of
life and that we have been given many good gifts,
but it is never truly about us.

We are never the main thing. In the same manner,
it is never really about our parish.

Our combined stewardship may lead to many fruits,
like an increased offertory or more vibrancy in parish life.
However, it is always about the Kingdom of God and the King,
Jesus Christ.

Through our stewardship, we allow our parish community to
shine like a city on a hill for others to see and then be drawn
toward Jesus Christ. It is about leading people to heaven.
Our actions of stewardship do not point toward us but instead
to the one who calls us to this life.

Our constant prayer needs to be that we always seek to
discern God's will and follow it instead of our own.

By doing that, we can transform our own lives,
our parish communities, and then the world around us.
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St. Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul is an organization
that provides person to person services
to the needy in our parish.

We are currently seeking new members.
If you are interested in joining or would like
more information, please call the rectory
at 978-458-1474
and leave a message for SVDP
or speak to Richard Sweeney at one of the
week end Masses.
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CARE AND COMPANIONSHIP
If you are seeking a compassionate, seasoned, dedicated
Person for elderly care, look no further!
I am a licensed RN who has been working in the home
health care industry for over 15+ years.

--Able to provide care in homes, hospice settings,
Nursing homes, assisted living facilities.
--Carries full liability insurance.

--Can provide numerous client references/testimonials.
--Resume/references available upon request.
--Preferred coverage areas:

Lowell, Dracut, Tewksbury, Chelmsford.
Contact Rachel Schaffner — 978-319-1847
rachel9511@comcast.net

K _Kk_k_k_k_k_k_*k_k_%

La Salette Retreat Center
947 Park Street, Attleboro, MA 02703
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29t 2019
The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary
Rejoice and Be Glad
Presenter: Joy Hennings
A perfect way to celebrate Our Lady’s month of May!
Spend the day contemplating and praying each of
the Glorious Mysteries.
Through lecture, prayer and song
Consider how to apply these mysteries
To the current chapters of your life.
The second glorious mystery is
“The Ascension”,
and we will be concluding our afternoon with a
Vigil Mass for the holy day of Ascension Thursday.
9:15 am-4pm (registration begins at 8:30 am)
Lunch and Mass included in the program.
Suggested Donation: $45 per person.

FRIENDS OF THE POLLARD MEMORIAL
LIBRARY
Donate your books and other media to our annual
book sale!

Drop them off on the ground floor of the
Pollard Memorial Library every Saturday from May
4th through June 15t between 10 AM and 1 PM
or e-mail volunteer@friendsofpml.org
to arrange a special drop off or pickup time.
ANNUAL BOOK SALE
Will take place at the Pollard Memorial Library,
Ground Floor Meeting Room
401 Merrimack St., Lowell, MA 01854
THURSDAY, June 20 to SATURDAY, June 22.
--please no videocassette tapes, magazines or
textbooks—

--all donations are tax-deductible/greatly appreciated.
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MEMORIAL DAY MASSES

St. Joseph Cemetery in Chelmsford, MA
will be held on Monday, May 27 at 10 AM
Mass Celebrant/Homilist
Father Michael O’Hara, OMI

St. Patrick Cemetery in Lowell, MA
will be held on Monday, May 27 at 10 AM
Mass Celebrant
Father Nicholas A. Sannella

St. Mary Cemetery in Tewksbury, MA
will be held on Saturday, May 25, 2019 at 12 Noon
Mass Celebrant
Father Nicholas A. Sannella
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