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Mass Schedule 

Weekends: 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  7:30 a.m. 

               9:00 a.m. Family Mass     11:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 

Weekdays: 

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. (Rectory Chapel) 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. (Rectory Chapel) 

Mon. – Fri.       12:00 NN (SMMC Chapel) 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Mass and Prayer Group 

(Rectory Chapel) 

Holydays – As announced 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MISSION STATEMENT 

We at Immaculate Conception Church 

are a welcoming community of faith 

that strives to carry out the mission of Jesus 

by journeying in faith, sharing in joy, 

and living in hope.  Come join us. 

 

Adoration and Holy Hour 

First Wednesday of each month 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00 p.m. 

Rosary 6:00 p.m. followed by Benediction and Mass 

 

Parish Membership 

All new families are welcome to the parish and 

are encouraged to become actively involved. 

New parishioners should register at the Rectory 

as soon as possible. 

144 East Merrimack Street 

Lowell, Massachusetts 01852 

 

Rectory: 3 Fayette Street 

Tel: 978-458-1474 � Fax: 978-446-0790 

Office Hours: 8:00 to 3:00, Mon.-Thurs. 8 to 12 Noon-Fri. 

 

Pastoral Staff 

 

Rev. Nicholas A. Sannella, Pastor 

 

Rev. Kenneth Healey, SM, Parochial Vicar 

 

Rev. Raju Muringayil, O. Praem, Assisting Priest 

Deacon Stephen M.Papik 

Deacon Carlos Desousa 

Sister Irene Martineau, SASV, Secretary & Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Claire Couillard 

Pastoral Associate 

Director of Religious Education Gr. 1-10 

 

Catherine Fiorino, School Principal 

School Tel: 978-454-5339 

School Fax: 978-454-6593 

Parish Website: www.iclowell.org 

 

��������������������� 

 

Sacraments 

 

Baptism – On an individual basis by appointment. 

Please contact the Rectory Office. 

 

Reconciliation – By appointment 

 

Matrimony – Arrangements must be made at least six 

months in advance. 

 

Ministry to the Sick – Please inform the Staff about anyone 

confined in your home or in a Nursing Home. Communion is 

brought regularly to the homebound. 

 

 

��������������������� 

Bulletin Deadline: Friday at Noon 

 

Parish Meetings 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  7:00 p.m. Monday in rectory 

 

Adult Choir:   2:00 p.m. Tuesday in church 

 

Religious Education:  Sundays, bi-monthly from 10:00 a.m. 

to 12 noon  
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Immaculate Conception School 

is STILL accepting 

applications  

for the 2020-2021 school year.   

If you are interested in a tour, 

 please call 978-454-5339. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

 

 

 

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

"You are thinking not as God does, 

 but as human beings do." 

 Peter had expressed horror at the prophetic words 

announcing that Jesus' suffering and death 

 were imminent.  

Peter didn't want his friend and teacher  

to undergo this terrible ordeal.  

He wanted "no such thing" ever to happen to his Lord. 

But Jesus sharply rebuked Peter's response, 

 comparing it to that of the tempter, Satan.  

Just as temptation becomes an obstacle 

 to our doing what is right,  

so Peter was presenting an obstacle to Christ's mission. 

Suffering was part of it, like it or not. 

 To deny this difficult element of Christ's work 

 would be to deny the bigger plan of God. 

 And so Jesus rightly told Peter  

that he wasn't thinking like God thinks. 

Of course, since we are human, 

 it's only natural that we should think 

 as human beings do. 

We, like Peter, tend to recoil at the idea of facing 

unpleasant or painful circumstances. 

 But clearly God sometimes allows  

such situations to take place for a greater good. 

 Jesus understood this;  

even as he prophesied about his death,  

he also mentioned his resurrection. 

Today's Gospel challenges us to think "as God does" 

 by holding both of these elements together. 

 Unlike Peter who only focused 

 on the sad part of the story, 

 we are called to recognize the Resurrection  

on the other side of the cross,  

and to be willing to do whatever is necessary to get there. 

In fact, Jesus tells us later in this Gospel 

 to take up our cross and follow him. 

 That is not the "human" way of thinking. 

 It's the Godly way.  

Our natural response is to reject and scorn 

 the trials and tribulations that we face, 

 but Jesus wants us to embrace them patiently and  

"come after" 

 him on the (sometimes rough) road to eternal life. 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

During the housing boom a couple of years ago,  

the airwaves were filled with commercials 

by mortgage lenders telling us that  

buying a house was the most important investment  

we could ever make in our lives.  

Unfortunately, some people lost everything  

in trying to buy more than they could afford  

when their payments increased down the road.  

Was this an investment, or merely a gamble? 

"Whoever wishes to come after me  

must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me." 

This is not as daunting a request as it sounds 

on the surface.  

Jesus is asking us to understand that  

while we are given many gifts during this earthly life 

such as wealth and property, 

 we must always remind ourselves that it could all 

disappear in an instant.  

With faith,  

we are willing to accept whatever happens to us. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us  

that although we may suffer some sacrifices 

 in our lives,  

we need only to remember the ultimate sacrifice of  

Jesus Christ. As he took up his cross,  

we are joined to him in taking up ours (CCC 618).  

He accepted his coming sacrifice;  

are we willing today to accept whatever sacrifices  

may be asked of us?  

Today in prayer,  

offer first your thanks for all that you have been given, 

and then offer it all back freely if it is asked of you. 

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

One particular four year old prayed, 

“And forgive us our trash baskets 

as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please wear masks when you come to the rectory 

to fill out your forms.  We may not be needing 

your assistance yet, but the Diocese still wants 

us to have you complete these during the month 

of September.  Thank you. 

 

2021 CORI FORM 

to be completed by all volunteers 

 

MA State law mandates that any 

person 17 years of age and older, 

who serves as a volunteer in any 

parish ministry, must complete a 

CORI form 

(Criminal Offense Record Info.). 

This form requires verification of 

identity with a photo document 

(e.g. MA Driver’s License or 

passport) 

There are no exceptions to this 

requirement. 

The CORI form will be available 

every Tues. Wed., Thurs., Fri. 

between 7:30 and 2 PM 

beginning August 31. 

Know that we are truly grateful 

that you are willing to serve our 

parish community as a volunteer. 

This is our way of showing you 

that we are committed to protect 

all our parishioners and all who 

visit with us…especially the 

children and the elderly. 

 

GOD BLESS YOU! 
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MASSES 

Every Saturday at 4 pm 

and Sunday at 10 am 

until further notice 

As we slowly continue to re-open the church 

the following steps must be strictly observed. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL 

OUR ARMED FORCES 

Lance CPL James Bakanosky U.S. Marines   AFGHANISTAN 

Sgt. James R. Boudreau           U.S. Army               Newport, RI 

Capt. Christopher Buck,           U.S. Army          Clarksville, TN 

Lance CPL Michael P Crowley U.S. Marines-AFGHANISTAN 

Corp. James Farley  U.S. Marines Special Forces Mideast 

SN Michael Gendron       U.S Coast Guard 

Gunnery Sgt. Michael G. Hill U.S. Marines,Camp Lejeune,NC 

Captain Jeremy LaBranche      U.S. Army   …….Vicenza, Italy 

SPC Pieter Lobscher           U.S. Army      AFGHANISTAN 

AST 3 Michael Linehan           U.S. Coast Guard 

SN Nicholas Ludwig                  U.S. Navy 

A1C Emily McPhillips           Air Force 

Master Sgt. Nicholas Owens      USAF                    MacDill AFB  

NATIONAL GUARD 

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

ATTENTION 

If you scheduled Masses  

 

 

 

ATTENTION 

If you scheduled announced 

Masses  

from March 15 to September 1

st

 

please feel free to call the 

Rectory between 8 and 2 Mon./Fri. 

so that we can reschedule 

your paid Masses. 

Know that we will allow more 

than one intention at the Masses 

if necessary. 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

August 9, 2020 

Weekly Collection: $4476.00 

 Building Fund: $970.00 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

CONTINUED SUPPORT 
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 Immaculate Conception 

School 

 is preparing  

for a possible reopening in the fall. 

Please help us. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE 

FOLLOWING DONATIONS: 

 

FACE MASKS 

(For children and adults) 

 

PAPER TOWELS 

 

C  

CLOROX OR LYSOL 

WIPES 

 

BLEACH 

 

 

CASES OF WATER 

 

BATTERIES (AA) 

 

BALLS /JUMP ROPES 

 

Please call the office if you have any 

questions, 978-454-5339 

icslowell@hotmail.com 

All donations can be left at the Rectory 

or dropped off at the School. 

Please call in advance. 

Thank you! 

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

U. S. CENSUS BUREAU 

REPRESENTATIVES 

WILL BE AT THE ENTRANCE 

OF THE CHURCH 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020 

AFTER THE 10 AM MASS. 

IF YOU HAVE NOT FILLED OUT 

THE CENSUS FORM, PLEASE TAKE 

THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
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AMBULANCE AND
 CHAIRCAR 
TRANSPORT

People, Passion, Performance
Request PrideStar for all your 
medical transportation needs
www.pridestarems.com

978-441-0911

TESSIER ELECTRIC
FOR ALL YOUR  

ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential and Commercial
No Job Too Big or Too Small

     978-815-8999
MARTHA J. BARRETT

ATTORNEY AT LAW
978-453-2408

287 Appleton Street, Suite 201
Lowell, MA 01852
Fax 978-970-0262

www.barrettlaw.net

BJM Numismatics
BRIAN MAXFIELD

Buying/Selling Collectible
Coins and Currency

508-932-4767
bjmnumismatics@gmail.com

www.bjmnumismatics.com

St. Patrick Cemetery, Lowell, MA
St. Mary Cemetery, Tewskbury, MA

New Burial Space
Available in Both Cemeteries
For further information, call 

978-458-8464 
or visit

StPatrickCemetery.com 
StMaryCemetery.com

RIVERSIDE GLASS CO.

205 Appleton St.
454-7171

“The Glass Professionals”

45 Merrimack St. • Suite 218 • Lowell, MA

Martin Burke
Certified Residential
Office 978-937-1414

Fax 978-937-2159 • Cell 978-758-9793
mburke@priorityappraisals.org

Priority
Appraisals

MAHONEY OIL COMPANY, INC.MAHONEY OIL COMPANY, INC.
120 Plain St., Lowell, MA 01851

978.453.1581
www.mahoneyoilco.com

Home Heating Oil • Automatic Delivery • Cash Discounts
24 Hour Service • Free Estimates • Installations • Tank Removals Annual 

Cleanings • Flexible Budget Payments

FAY McCABE
FUNERAL HOME

978-459-9222 • www.faymccabe.com

“Our Family Serving Your Family
for Over 89 Years”

105 Moore St. • Lowell, MA 01852

978-454-3411 • 978-256-9727
978-256-9111

www.flowers-by-albert.com
521 Merrimack Street, Lowell

David P. Descoteaux

Flowers by Albert, Inc.

Oakdale One Stop Liquors 
Managers: Joe & Mary Silva
large selection of 
Portuguese items!
978-851-5512

1900 Main St., Tewksbury 
oakdale_liquors@verizon.net 

www.oakdaleliquors.com 

	 Pristine Homes Realty, LLC.
	 Leonard Leone
	 Broker Owner, Licensed in MA and NH
	 Office: 978-649-7345 • Cell: 978-808-3356
	 8 Pondview Square • Tyngsborough, MA 01879
	 Lenny@pristinehomesrealty.com
	 Visit Us At www.pristinehomesrealty.com

Sales | Leasing | Property Management
Senior Property Management

Tim Shanahan, Principal Broker
(C) 978-423-6403 | (O) 978-934-0007

(E) tim@mrgemail.com
5 Fletcher Street, Chelmford MA 01284

289 Central Street, Lowell MA 01852

Creating a 
Relationship With 
Every Transcation

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442
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	 GAIL M SULLIVAN
	 REALTOR®, Marketing Specialist
	 International President’s Circle
	 C. 1-978-502-2077
	 O. 978-256-2560
34 Chelmsford Street • Chelmsford, MA 01824

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Gail.Sullivan@NEMoves.com
Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Kathleen T. Donoghue
Vice President

(978) 502-6233 Cell

Daniel J. Donoghue
Residential/Commerical

(978) 618-4273 Cell
Dan.donoghue@nemoves.com 

Kathleen.donoghue@nemoves.com
Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

978-458-8768
www.ODonnellFuneralHome.com

O’Donnell
FUNERAL HOME

“Discover the Difference”
276 Pawtucket Street • Lowell, MA 01854

James F. O’Donnell, Jr.  Funeral Director
Parishioner - A Tradition of Caring

Celebrating Over 135 Years of Your Trust
Free Pre-planning

	 McDonough Funeral Home
 • Family Owned for 5 Generations
 • Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning
 • All Obituaries Online

	 978-458-6816
www.McDonoughFuneralHome.com

LUZ GRANITE CORP
Monuments, Markers
Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA 01852
978-459-9799 

Adrian Luz, Jr.
www.luzgranite.com

222 Merrimack St. 
(978) 459-9000

Law Offices of Todd D. Beauregard, PC
Family Law • Bankruptcy • Personal Injury • Wills & Trusts

25 Central Street ~ Lowell, MA 01852 
Tel: 978-275-1919

Our Firm is Admitted to Practice in MA and NH

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

96 Riverneck Rd.
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942

(978) 458-4851

GEARY & GEARY, LLP
Attorneys at Law

Trusted legal advisors to individuals, families,
 and businesses for over 50 years. 

32 Church Street, Lowell, MA 01852
978-458-2200

www.gearyandgeary.com

David Murphy
Plumbing•Heating•Gas Fitting•Inc.

TEL. 978-458-0481

MASS. MASTER LIC. 9723
N.H. MASTER LIC. 2154

	 `		 Martin Insurance Agency, Inc.
Patrick J. Martin, Owner/President

For All Your Insurance Needs
Home • Auto • Business

	 978-454-7885
	 177 Pine St., Lowell, MA 01851

patrickmartin@jamesmartininsurance.com
facebook.com/martininsuranceagency

Installing / Repairing / Replacing:
Lighting • Circuits & Wiring • Service Upgrade • Generators

Residential Smoke Detectors

24-HOUR 
SCHEDULING

Search Light Rentals

Fully Licensed & Insured Now Hiring Electricians
FOURSTARLIGHTING.NET • 978-851-4900

THIS SPACE IS

Easy to OperateVerticals
We’re Back!

IF YOU MISSED OUR SPRING SALE!
IF YOU MISSED US AT
THE BILLERICA MALL!

	 VERTICAL, MINI-BLINDS, 
	 SOFT-PLEATED SHADES
	 (978) 729-0654
	 30 Chauncey Ave.
	 Lowell, MA. 01851
We also manufacture our own draperies and Balloon Shades in our own workroom.

Trusted by families 
for 3 generations. 

21 Broadway Road 
Dracut, MA 01826

978-455-9182
arborsassistedliving.com


