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LOWELL

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

E . 144 East Merrimack Street
: ¢ Lowell, Massachusetts 01852

Rectory: 3 Fayette Street
Tel: 978-458-1474 -+ Fax: 978-446-0790
p -l y Office Hours: 8:00 to 3:00, Mon.-Thurs. 8 to 12 Noon-Fri.

Pastoral Staff
& i) Rev. Nicholas A. Sannella, Pastor

& / L Rev. Kenneth Healey, SM, Parochial Vicar
; Rev. Raju Muringayil, O. Praem, Assisting Priest
Deacon Stephen M.Papik
Deacon Carlos Desousa
i Sister Irene Martineau, SASV, Secretary & Bulletin Editor
p a5 Ms. Claire Couillard
m i H ] ] Y Pastoral Associate

Director of Religious Education Gr. 1-10

s ~ Catherine Fiorino, School Principal
. School Tel: 978-454-5339
School Fax: 978-454-6593

Parish Website: www.iclowell.org

Mass Schedule
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Weekends:
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Sacraments
Sunday 7:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. Family Mass Baptism — On an individual basis by appointment.

11:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Please contact the Rectory Office.
Weekdays:
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. (Rectory Chapel) Reconciliation — By appointment
Saturday 9:00 a.m. (Rectory Chapel)
Mon. — Fri. 12:00 NN (SMMC Chapel) Matrimony — Arrangements must be made at least six
Wednesday  7:00 p.m. Mass and Prayer Group months in advance.

(Rectory Chapel)

Holydays — As announced Ministry to the Sick — Please inform the Staff about anyone

confined in your home or in a Nursing Home. Communion is
brought regularly to the homebound.
Adoration and Holy Hour
First Wednesday of each month 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00 p.m. oo wfe ofe ol oo oo oo ofe ofe oo oo oo ofe ol oo oo oo ofe ol oo o}
Rosary 6:00 p.m. followed by Benediction and Mass Bulletin Deadline: Friday at Noon

Parish Meetings
Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the parish and St. Vincent de Paul: ~ 7:00 p.m. Monday in rectory
are encouraged to become actively involved.
New parishioners should register at the Rectory Adult Choir: 2:00 p.m. Tuesday in church

as soon as possible.
Religious Education: Sundays, bi-monthly from 10:00 a.m.
to 12 noon
at Immaculate Conception School



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saturday, December 21, 2019

4:00 PM Ann O’Donnell, 1** Anniversary
Sunday, December 22,2019 4" Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:30 AM Olive Leary, 10" Anniversary
5:00 PM Charles R., Helen, and Francis

Sweeney

Monday, December 23, 2019
7:30 AM Lorraine Panagopoulos

Tuesday, December 24,2019 CHRISTMAS EVE

7:30 AM Father Francis Gorham, OMI
4:00 PM MASS AND PAGEANT

6:00 PM MASS

8:00 PM MASS

HOLY TRINITY: 4:00 PM in ENGLISH
9:00 PM in POLISH

Wednesday, Dec. 25,2019 CHRISTMAS DAY

7:30 AM 9:00 AM 11:30 AM
ALL MASSES ARE FOR THE PARISHIONERS

HOLY TRINITY 8:30 AM in Polish

Thursday, December 26, 2019 St. Stephen, First Martyr

9:00 AM Virginia C. Creegan
12:00 NN

Friday, December 27,2019 St John, Apostle/Evangelist
7:30 AM

Saturday, December 28,  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
9:00 AM George Morrill
4:00 PM Donald J. Pearsall, 26™ Ann.

Sunday, December 29 The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, Joseph

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:30 AM Margaret Emerson
5:00 PM John F. Gendall, Sr., 20" Ann.
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December 14-15, 2019
Collection Results next week

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
""She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus."
Joseph heard these prophetic words in a dream.
They were words of anticipation, of what was to come.
And in a sense, they ushered in a kind of Advent for
Joseph.

With this divine message, Joseph began a period of holy
waiting. He now knew that the Messiah was going to be
coming into
his own home, and he had just nine months to prepare!
We can only imagine how Joseph might have spent
these precious days
. Most likely he did more than prepare a physical home
for his soon-to-be-born Son;
he must have also used these days to prepare his heart,
mind,
and soul for such a tremendous mission.

Today, we stand in a position not all that different from
St. Joseph. We also know that the Messiah will be
arriving—
not just in remembrance at Christmastime,
but in reality at the second coming.

But unlike Joseph, we don't have an exact timeframe.
We don't know when Jesus will return.

We just know that we need to be ready!

During the season of Advent we are challenged to recall
this fact and strive to get our hearts in order.

The days are short now until Christmas,
and for all we know they might be short
until Christ's return as well.

What remains to be done?

Aside from wrapping presents and planning parties,
where do we yet need to tidy up our habits to properly
celebrate the real meaning of this festive season?
How can we make sure that we don't get swept away in
the external preparations, forgetting the work that needs
to be done in the invisible silence of our souls?
God may not speak to all of us directly in our dreams,
but he does speak to us clearly through his word.
May we recognize today

the mission he has laid before us.
e ek e ke ok % %k % %

Each of us is an innkeeper
who decides if there is room
for Jesus.
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Immaculate Conception School

218 East Merrimack Street « Lowell, MA 01852

(978)434:5339 » Fax (978) 454-6593
Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Cofleges
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The Immaculate Conception School
Twentieth Annual Distinguished Graduate Dinner

We invite you to reserve your seat and space in the
program book for the Immaculate Conception
School Development Committee’s Twentieth Annual
Distinguished Graduate Dinner being held on
Saturday, January 25, 2020 at Lenzi’s Millhouse. A
cocktail reception starts at 6:30 with dinner
following at 7:30.

This year’s Distinguished Graduate honoree is Joe
McNamee Class of 1980. Additionally, Joe’s father,
John “Jack” McNamee, Sr. will be posthumously
recognized as an Honorary Distinguished Graduate.
In view of their many years of support and
contribution to the school, parish and community,
we are honored to recognize these two men.

Please honor Joe and Jack by reserving your table/seat
and space in our program book today. It is a fitting way
to honor our Distinguished Graduates and support the
school. Tickets are 65.00 each and advertisements in
the booklet are available in various sizes and locations
within the program. All checks are made payable to:
ICS Development Committee.

Contact Marisa Veiga at 978-804-1633 or
Marisa.Veiga@comcast.net for tickets and Leo
Sheridan at 978-459-784S5 if you have questions
regarding sponsorships or advertisements for the
event. Ads can be emailed to Ljsheridan@aol.com in
any image format (most preferred tiff, gif, bmp) or pdf.
We can also create ads for you.
We look forward to your participation at the event
honoring Joe and John “Jack” McNamee, Sr., support
of our school, children, and honorees is greatly
appreciated. Reserved seating is required. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Development Committee

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
Religious Education Calendar 2019-2020

Classes meet at the Immaculate Conception School
on the Sunday mornings scheduled below
and are subject to change for inclement weather days...
The * indicates Sundays that are two in a row.
Due to this year’s scheduling with school events
there are a few months with two in a row.

Classes begin at 10am and end at 12 NOON.

January 5 Class 9
*January 12 Class 10
February 2 Class 11

FIRST PENANCE PARENT MEETING
Sunday, February 9 at 6:30 PM School Cafeteria

Class 12
Class 13

*February 9
March 1

FIRST PENANCE March 14 at 10 AM in Church
March 15 Class 14

FIRST COMMUNION PARENT MEETING
Sunday, March 15 at 6:30 PM School Cafeteria

Class 15
Class 16

March 29
*April 5

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT-Grade 2
Saturday, April 4™, 9:00AM to 2:00 PM

May 3" IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATION

Please contact Claire Couillard at 978-458-1474 X21
for any questions.

Our Religious Education Program
is still in need of teachers.
Please call Claire Couillard.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL
OUR ARMED FORCES

Lance CPL James Bakanosky U.S. Marines AFGHANISTAN
Sgt. James R. Boudreau U.S. Army Newport, RI
Capt. Christopher Buck, U.S. Army Clarksville, TN
Lance CPL Michael P Crowley U.S. Marines-AFGHANISTAN
Corp. James Farley U.S. Marines Special Forces Mideast
SN Michael Gendron U.S Coast Guard
Gunnery Sgt. Michael G. Hill U.S. Marines,Camp Lejeune,NC
1%t Lt. Jeremy LaBranche U.S. Army Fort Carson, CO

SPC Pieter Lobscher U.S. Army AFGHANISTAN

AST 3 Michael Linehan U.S. Coast Guard

SN Nicholas Ludwig U.S. Navy

A1C Emily McPhillips Air Force

Master Sgt. Nicholas Owens  USAF MacDill AFB

Staff Sgt. John J. Rogers U.S. Army Fort Bliss, Texas
NATIONAL GUARDS
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Immaculate Conception

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
4:00 PM Mass Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24
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LANYARD -red
Three keys attached
With a turtle with two blue stones for eyes.
Call rectory: 978-458-1474 between 8 and 2.

THE NATIVITY OF JESUS

"I proclaim to you good news of great joy
that will be for all of the people."
Merry Christmas!
This familiar story dances with new life and vigor today.
We, too, have waited in darkness.

We, too, have felt in the desert of the modern world.
Our hearts lift at the candles of midnight Mass.
The Eucharist - that simple little host
resting in the stable of our hearts - has new meaning.
Our joy lifts at the sight of long-unseen family.

The wonder of the season is here.

Glory to God indeed!

But for some of us, perhaps the patterns feel too familiar,
almost grating.

Or someone is missing from our story this year.
Unlike Mary and Joseph - who found refuge in a stable -
perhaps we still feel
like we're searching for a place to rest.

This Christmas season, let Jesus be that place.

Let the Christmas story
wash over you in all its human relevance.

In the Holy Family, we see the fear of a first-time father
trying to shelter and protect his family,

a deeply vulnerable moment on a cold,
uncomfortable night, and giving birth
with little assistance.

In the shepherds, we see an entirely unexpected
encounter with wonder,

a divine revelation none were expecting.

We see the dazzling hope of a promise fulfilled.

In the celebration of Christmas,
we celebrate the Incarnation.

God becomes man because we humans need someone we
can touch, see, and feel. Some of us may be especially
sensitive to a lack of incarnate love in our lives.
Whatever our experience,

God invites us to receive
HIM - His story, His presence, His love.

And He invites us to give it away,
to make His love a little more incarnate in the world
by our actions.

Look for someone to love today that they, too,
might recognize Emmanuel, God with us!
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St. Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul is an organization
that provides person to person services
to the needy in our parish.
We are currently seeking new members.

Let the ICS 8™ grade class take your worries and

If you are interested in joining or would like
more information, please call the rectory Christmas Tree away for a mere $10.
at 978-458-1474 and leave a message for SVDP Simply put your tree out the night before and we will
or speak to Richard Sweeney at one of the pick it up and bring it to the Recycling Area.
week end Masses. Pick up dates are 12/28, 01/04, and 01/11.
ok % d ko k% Payment Types: Cash or Check
_________ Payable to ICS 8" Grade Class

Contact Melissa 978-590-3586 to schedule your pick up.

Kok _k_k_k_k_k_d_%

THIRTY-ONE Ifvou did not buy one

for vour Christmas Tree

is still available at the Rectory Office

3 Fayette Street
between 8 AM - 2 PM- Monday through Friday
& or in the sacristy after the Masses.

Fe_de_d_F_k_f_%_%_%_%

e
B, & THE 150" ANNIVERSARY
\ /- COMMEMORATIVE ORNAMENT

ANNUAL CALENDAR RAFFLE

You will be receiving in the mail an envelope
containing 2020 January calendar raffle tickets.
Your past generosity encourages us to HOPE
that you will make use of those tickets to
show your gratitude during the Thanksgiving season
to many people who support you throughout the
year
as well as to give as stocking stuffers for the
upcoming
Christmas celebrations.
If you did not receive the tickets in the mail and you

PIEROGIS will be available for Christmas
SALE is Saturday, December 21, 2019
From 8 to 11 AM
Both cheese and cabbage!

would like to support us, please contact the rectory
office OPLATEK: Free-will offering
978-458-1474. At Holy Trinity Rectory
The tickets will also be sold after each Mass during Mondays, 10 AM to 1 PM
the month of December, thanks to the members of _ After Masses in church
the WOMEN’S GUILD At Pierogi Sale on December 21, 2019
At Coffee Social after 8:30 Sunday Mass

At Immaculate Conception Rectory



ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today!
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

WE RESPOND TO YOU. ..~

iy et
GENCE AFANCAL AERVIEE - it !_.
| wewwTRINITRENS. com [

Serving Merrimack Valley
and Southern NH

TESSIER ELECTRIC [| PRIDE ) AveuLance ano
FOR ALL YOUR = TRANGFORT
ELECTRICAL NEEDS t 978-441-091 1

Residential and Commercial
No Job Too Big or Too Small

m 378-815-8999 &=

MARTHA J. BARRETT
ATTORNEY AT LAW
978-453-2408

287 Appleton Street, Suite 201
Lowell, MA 01852
Fax 978-970-0262

www.barrettlaw.net

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE

MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

$ 2 9- 95/MO
CALL NOW! 1.B77.BE01.7772

BILLED QUARTERLY
WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

People, Passion, Performance
Request PrideStar for all your
medical transportation needs
www.pridestarems.com

dywr, M Lowesll, MA

Lowell, MA Lowell, MA
{978 ) TT2-8600 | B7E ) AB4-SE06

www.DRIVEGERVAIS.com

| 978 ) 454- 1203

catholicmatch’
MassachuseTts

Fred C. Church

I'N8 U R ANCE

| 978 ) 453- 12032
WEEIT s

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

* Full Time Position with
Benefits

= Sakes Experience Preferred
* Paid Training
* Overnight Travel Required
* Expance Reimbursement
COMNTACT US AT
careers@4LPl.com
www.dLPi.com/carears

BECAUSE IT'S NOT JUST THE POLICY.
IT"5 THE PECPLE.®

800-225-1865
fredcchurch.com

Weddings

Anniversary Parties
Bat/Bar Mitzvahsj

Holiday Parties

Indian Ridge
Country Club

orporate Eul!_ﬂ;_:_t_i_::g;
Business Meetings
e
Bereavement Gatherings
i
and much more!

St. Patrick Cemetery, Lowell, MA
St. Mary Cemetery, Tewskbury, MA

New Burial Space
Available in Both Cemeteries

For further information, call
978-458-8464
or visit
StPatrickCemetery.com
StMaryCemetery.com

BJM Numismatics @

B

BRIAN MAXFIELD
Buying/Selling Collectible
Coins and Currency
508-932-4767
bjmnumismatics@gmail.com
www.bjmnumismatics.com

$10 Off Any Service

THE DRAIN CLEANING EXPERTS
Dracut 978-453-8655

Creating Flow For Over 30 Years
Coupon Valid Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm

RIVERSIDE GLASS CO.

205 Appleton St.
454-7171

“The Glass Professionals”

MARGNEY OIL COMPANY, ING-

120 Plain St., Lowell, MA 01851
978.453.1581

www.mahoneyoilco.com
Home Heating Oil - Automatic Delivery - Cash Discounts
24 Hour Service - Free Estimates - Installations - Tank Removals Annual
Cleanings - Flexible Budget Payments

©

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Immaculate Conception, Lowell, MA 040127



MAHONEY FUNERAL HOME
Bﬂvmmn_'s FUHERAI. I!DME SINCE 1923

O’Donnell

FUNERAL HOME

“Discover the Difference”
276 Pawtucket Street - Lowell, MA 01854

James F. 0’'Donnell, Jr. Funeral Director
Parishioner - A Tradition of Caring
Celebrating Over 135 Years of Your Trust

978 452 6361 Free Pre-planning

187 NESMITH STREET - LOWELL, MA 01852 978-458-8768
oo

LUZ GRANITE CORP GAIL M Sl:LLIVANI Meals on Wheels -t E&
REALTOR , Marketing Specialist
Mc:'::el‘;g:‘ytiert::l::;s BEYDENTIL BOKERAE  International Premde?\t f:rcle DRIVERS NEEDED Enterprise
C.1-978-502-2077 BB Raaadbe
1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA 01352 |[E= - TRR Pt Homebound Eldersin g8 Bank
978'459'9799 34 Chelmsford Street - Chelmsford, MA 01824 your community. .
Adrian Luz, Jr. ColdwellBankerHomes.com c Vi 222 Merrimack St.
I J Gail.Sullivan@NEMoves.com Om%CE 1gnla at 978 459 9000
www.luzgranite.com Ovned by 5 subsidiary of NAT LLC. nutrition@esmv.org o ( ) -

ST. JOSEPH | e s N
CEMETERY 1 circlehealth
96 Riverneck Rd. *$- \ll—-"/

E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942 25 Central Street ~ Lowell, MA 01852 Proudiy we.fifurcef'-
Tel: 978-275-1919 :
(978) 458_485 1 Qur Firm is Admitted to Practice in MA and NH A ircla-aaz tho =

*.*** ‘ . 24-HOUR

L]
SCHEDULING ‘.u"i/ h g‘t
ro II.I.‘ St al' i Search Light Rentals ] aS . ‘ln i _(}n
Installing / Repairing / Replacing: SAVINGS BANK
Lighting = Circuits & Wiring = Service Upgrade = Generators We give you more

Fully Licensed & Insured Residential Smoke Detectors  Now Hiring Electricians

FOURSTARLIGHTING.NET - 978-851-4900

Colmer
Monument

- Family Owned for 5 Generations
* Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning
- All Obituaries Online

978-458-6816

Works

1025 Lawrence St., Lowell
452-7821

GOI’mley Painting Mﬁ?fﬁAMSAFSELESé.l%gZB m& Kathleen TI./DO;’logl;ue

BANKER ice President

(978) 452'9066 — (978) 502-6233 Cell

Wallpaperin 3 UNITED . Daniel J. Donoghue

o POWng'\:l)aShl?]g DaVld Murphy DENTAL (E} Ty ?;;gc)’ngfg/az;n’;;egaﬁ

. . . . . e ~ ) - e

. Reslldten_tlal.- Iz('}(t)mmerC|al PlumbingeHeating+Gas Fitting*Inc. : 1201 Main Sireet, Tewhsbuary, JMA 01676
nterior xterior kathleen.donoghue@nemoves.com
Terrence Gormley TE L. 978'458'0481 Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

GEARY & GEARY, LLP

Attorneys at Law

Trusted legal advisors to individuals, families,
and businesses for over 50 years.
32 Church Street, Lowell, MA 01852

978-458-2200

www .gearyandgeary.com

&2 Arbors
BT Assisted Living Residential Communities
At Dracut
The Arbors at Dracut
21 Broadway Road, Dracut, MA 01826
www.arborsassistedliving.com

© Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Lowell, MA  04-0127



