IN ORDINARY TIME

Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.” - Jn 6:68

Excerpts from the Lectlionary for Mass @2001, 19398, 1970 CCD.
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Mass Schedule

Weekends:
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MISSION STATEMENT
We_at Immaculate Conception Church
are a welcoming community of faith
that strives to carry out the mission of Jesus
by journeying in faith, sharing in joy,
and living in hope. Come join us.

Adoration and Holy Hour
First Wednesday of each month 8:00 a.m.-6:00
p.-m.
Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00 p.m.
Rosary 6:00 p.m. followed by Benediction and
Mass

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the parish and
are encouraged to become actively involved.
New parishioners should register at the Rectory
as soon as possible.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

PARISH

144 East Merrimack Street
Lowell, Massachusetts 01852

Rectory: 3 Fayette Street
Tel: 978-458-1474 -i- Fax: 978-446-0790
Office Hours: 8:00 AM to 3 PM Monday through Friday

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Nicholas A. Sannella, Pastor
Rev. Kenneth Healey, SM, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Raju Muringayil, O. Praem, Assisting Priest
Deacon Stephen M.Papik
Deacon Carlos Desousa
Sister Irene Martineau, SASV, Secretary & Bulletin Editor
Ms. Claire Couillard
Pastoral Associate
Director of Religious Education Gr. 1-10

Catherine Fiorino, School Principal
School Tel: 978-454-5339
School Fax: 978-454-6593

Parish Website: www.iclowell.org
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Sacraments

Baptism — On an individual basis by appointment.
Please contact the Rectory Office.

Reconciliation — By appointment

Matrimony — Arrangements must be made at least six
months in advance.

Ministry to the Sick — Please inform the Staff about anyone
confined in your home or in a Nursing Home. Communion is
brought regularly to the homebound.
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Bulletin Deadline: Friday at Noon

Parish Meetings
St. Vincent de Paul: ~ 7:00 p.m. Monday in rectory
Adult Choir: 2:00 p.m. Tuesday in church

Sundays, bi-monthly from 10:00 a.m.
to 12 noon

Religious Education:
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Immaculate Conception School

218 East Merrimack Street « Lowell, MA 01852

(978)434:5339 » Fax (978) 454-6593
Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Cofleges

MISSION STATEMENT

Immaculate Conception School fosters
Students in a

Catholic community with a

Highly dedicated staff, centered on
QOutstanding academic excellence
Ongoing commitment to service, and a
Love for learning.

August

24 Mandatory Parent Meeting
6 PM

30 Faculty Meeting
9 AM

31 First Day for Students
(Grades 1-8)
Half Day
Dismissal 11:30
NO BUSSING
KIDS CLUB BEGINS
TODAY AT 11:30

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

"This saying is hard; who can accept it?"
The words of Jesus' disciples in today's Gospel
must sound familiar.

At some point in our lives,
you and I have said it about some article of our faith.
Christianity makes firm demands on our ethical
behavior and gives no easy answers for suffering.
Many disciples were confused and dismayed
by Jesus' words in the Bread of Life Discourse.
Not all of them, however, had the same reaction.
When the disciples question Jesus' teaching,
he confirms its truth.

"The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life."
For some, Jesus' reassurance was not enough.
These disciples do not question Jesus
further or wrestle with their lack of understanding.
The mighty deeds Jesus has done
fade to the background.

""Many of his disciples returned
to their former way of life and no longer accompanied
him." For them, their doubt proves too much.
Jesus turns to the Twelve,
knowing that confusion lives in their hearts as well.
Peter answers. '"Master, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

We have come to believe and are convinced that you are
the Holy One of God."

Notice this is not a confession of perfect understanding.
It is a confession of faith in Jesus.

The precise words may still confuse them,
but they believe the One who said them.

In our own lives,
we face doubt, confusion, and disillusionment
in our Christian faith.

The same choice available to the disciples
is available to us.

Do you have faith in Jesus,
even when you lack perfect understanding?

Will you stay or will you go?

What do you do with your doubt?
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

MASSES
Saturdays — 4 PM
Sundays -8 AM and 10 AM

Next week: Saturday - August 28, 2021

4 PM John W. Mahoney & Jane F. Kiluk

Sunday August 29, 2021

8 AM George Sweeney & Miriam Sweeney

10 AM David Beauchemin, 5™ Anniversary

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
July 24/25, 2021
Weekly Collection: $5,394.00
Building Fund: $2,272.00
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT TO YOUR

PARISH
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ON LINE GIVING COMING IN THE
FALL AT
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH.
Watch for upcoming information.

SAINTS MEDICAL CENTER NOON MASS
Spiritual Care Notice — Noon Mass Returns
Monday, July 12 noon,

Saints Campus Chapel
The Spiritual Care Department is pleased to
announce the return of the noon Mass held at the
Saints Campus Chapel.

Beginning Monday-July 12, Father Raju Muringayil
will lead the Mass each weekday at noon.
Hospital safety protocols including masking
guidelines, social distancing, and hand sanitation
will continue to be observed.

Mass intentions on Mon., Tues, and Wed.
may be made by calling the rectory
978-458-1474 to schedule a Mass Intention.

PENNSYLVANIA AMISH-
LANDS TOUR
RE-SCHEDULED

Father John Hogan,
of St. William’s, will host a
Pennsylvania Amish lands
Tour November 8-11, 2021.

The highlight of the Tour will be a
Live performance of “Queen Esther”
at the Sight and Sound Theatre
in Lancaster.

Experience one of the most riveting Bible stories of
the Old Testament as it comes to life with
magnificent sets, special effects and live animals in
this brand-new original stage production.

The tour will include a guided tour of the Amish
Countryside and also a performance of “Winter
Wonderland” at the American Music Theatre.
For Tour Group information, please call Father
Hogan at 978-851-7331.

Because of the popularity of this tour, please register
by October 1%,

The tour cost will include motor coach
transportation from St. William’s in Tewksbury on

November 8™

MEN OF ST. JOSEPH

The Men of St. Joseph
Immaculate in Collaborative
are restarting
their monthly meeting which includes prayer,
faith-building fellowship, and food.
Maybe a guest speaker.
SAVE THE DATE Saturday, August 28, 2021
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM
in Immaculate Conception’s Upper Church
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CORI TIME 2022
CORI FORM

to be completed by all volunteers
MA State law mandates that any person 17 vears of
age and older, who serves as a volunteer in any
parish ministry, must complete a CORI form
(Criminal Offense Record Info.).
This form requires verification of identity with a
photo document
(e.g. MA Driver’s License or passport)
There are no exceptions to this requirement.
The CORI form is available at the Rectory Office
Monday-Thurs. 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
beginning 8/16 to 9/30, 2018.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society members
need to speak to
Mr. Peter Richards
to arrange to fill the Cori form
Know that we are truly grateful that you are willing
to serve our parish community as a volunteer.

This is our way of showing you that we are
committed to protect all our parishioners and all
who visit with us...especially the children and the

elderly.

PRAY THE ROSARY NIGHT, Tyngsboro, MA

Remember the movie “Driving Miss Daisy”?
Well, why not let Mary drive you to Tyngsboro, MA
to the home of Ray/Irene Tremblay @112 Norris Rd

on Sunday, Aug. 22 @ 6 PM for our annual
celebration of Our Lady of Beauraing.

All are invited to a PRAY THE ROSARY NIGHT
where we will gather at the outdoor garden shrine of
Our Lady of Beauraing to pray the
Glorious Mysteries of the Holy Rosary.

Light refreshments will follow.

Br. Richard Cote will update us on the progress of
our new book “Our Lady of Beauraing—Queen of
the Golden Heart”.

Please bring a lawn chair.

Masks and social distancing required for
anyone not vaccinated.

Call 978-469-1813 for more information.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

PARISH
ANNOUNCES

A BIDDING

Value of $780.00
Indian Ridge Country Club
A Foursome with carts

CALL THE RECTORY
WITH YOUR BIDS.
978-458-1474

Thanks
. toour G
(%5 Advertisers &
2 for their
Support
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PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL
OUR ARMED FORCES

Lance CPL James Bakanosky U.S. Marines AFGHANISTAN
Sgt. James R. Boudreau U.S. Army Newport, RI
Capt. Christopher Buck, U.S. Army Clarksville, TN
Lance CPL Michael P Crowley U.S. Marines-AFGHANISTAN
Corp. James Farley U.S. Marines Special Forces Mideast

SN Michael Gendron U.S Coast Guard

Gunnery Sgt. Michael G. Hill U.S. Marines,Camp Lejeune,NC

Captain Jeremy LaBranche U.S. Army ....... Vicenza, Italy

SPC Pieter Lobscher U.S. Army AFGHANISTAN

AST 3 Michael Linehan U.S. Coast Guard

SN Nicholas Ludwig U.S. Navy

A1C Emily McPhillips Air Force

Master Sgt. Nicholas Owens  USAF MacDill AF
NATIONAL GUARD

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

Persecution
Now the angel, having thus appeared, talks not with
Mary but with Joseph. And what does he say?
“Arise, and take the young child and his mother.
For Herod will seek the child’s life.”
Joseph, when he heard these things,
was not offended.

Neither did he say, “This is hard to understand.
Did you not earlier say that ‘he should save his
people’? And now he saves not even himself.
Instead we must flee and go far from home,
and be a long time away.

The facts are contrary to the promise.”

No, none of these things does he say—
for the man was faithful.

Neither is he curious about the time of his return,
even though the angel had put it indefinitely:
“Stay there until I tell you.”

Instead, not even at this did he shudder, but he
submits and obeys, undergoing all trials with joy....
Hence, again we are taught never to be thrown into
confusion when what is happening appears contrary
to God’s promise....

Be not troubled, for he usually accomplishes his own
plans through what is opposed to them,
providing us from this a very great demonstration
of his power.

Thus did the Lord lead on his own disciples also,
and prepared them to do all their duty, bringing
about things by their contraries, that the marvel

might be greater.
--St. John Chrysostom
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527 Rogers Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!

The Wood & Mahoney Families

1900 Main St., Tewksbury
oakdale_liquors@verizon.net
www.oakdaleliquors.com

FREE
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978-454-3411 » 978-256-9727
978-256-9111
www.flowers-by-albert.com
521 Merrimack Street, Lowell
David P. Descoteaux

Sales | Leasing | Property Management
Senior Property Management
Tim Shanahan, Principal Broker
(C) 978-423-6403 | (0) 978-934-0007
(E) tim@mrgemail.com
5 Fletcher Street, Chelmford MA 01824

16 Steadman Street, Ste. 10, Lowell, MA 01851
L
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RIVERSIDE GLASS CO. MARONEY OIL COMPANY, ING-
120 Plain St., Lowell, MA 01851
205 Appleton St. 978.453.1581

www.mahoneyoilco.com
Home Heating Oil - Automatic Delivery - Cash Discounts
24 Hour Service - Free Estimates - Installations - Tank Removals Annual
Cleanings - Flexible Budget Payments

454-7171

“The Glass Professionals”

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Lowell, MA 040127
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FUNERAL HOME

“Discover the Difference”
276 Pawtucket Street - Lowell, MA 01854

James F. 0’'Donnell, Jr. Funeral Director
Parishioner - A Tradition of Caring
Celebrating Over 135 Years of Your Trust

978 _' _ 6361 Free Pre-planning

187 NESMITH STREET - LOWELL, MA 01852 978-458-8768

LUZ GRANITE CORP | corower: [RTNINTEVERIZAY 7Y
Monuments, Markers bl REALTOR”, Marketing Specialist
cemetery Lettermg READENTIL BOkERNE  International President’s Circle Enterprise
C. 1-978-502-2077
1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA 01852 {-} s 0. 978-256-2560 Bank
978'459'9799 34Chelmsford Street - Chelmsford, MA 01824 .
Adrian Luz, Ir. ColdwellBankerHomes.com 222 Merrimack St.
www.luzgranite.com Syt M e we (978) 459-9000

ST. JOSEPH TR s e IR T I
CEMETERY g SUPPORT OUR
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I
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942 25 Central Street ~ Lowell, MA 01852 ADVERTISERS!
Tel: 978-275-1919
(978) 458_485 1 Qur Firm is Admitted to Practice in MA and NH @

ALBERT E.J. BERGERON DaVid Mur h @
INSURANCE AGENCY Plumbing - Heating - Gas Fm?ng , g: WﬂShlngton

Auto - Homeowners - Renters EST 1983 SAVINGS BANK

978-453-7391 978-458-0481 We give you more
235 White Street Lowell, MA MA LIC 9723 - NH LIC 2154 WEShingtﬂnSElVi ngs.com

McDONOUGH FUNERAL HOME

- Family Owned for 5 Generations
* Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning pt
- All Obituaries Online

978-458-6816
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COLDINGELL Kathleen T. Donoghue
BANKER O Vice President

(978) 502-6233 Cell

ESIPUNTINL RROKER AT

z Daniel J. Donoghue

{E‘} m-“"-. Residential/Commerical

(978) 618-4273 Cell
Dan.donoghue@nemoves.com

229 Billerica Rd., Chelmsford (978) 256 4167 Kathleen.donoghue@nemoves.com
www.aroarklaw.com Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your emaif!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Lowell, MA  04-0127



