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GATHERING HYMN – TABLE OF PLENTY (310)

FIRST READING

Isaiah (35:1-10) A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and
bloom. They will bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful
song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, the splendor of Carmel
and Sharon; They will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.
Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, say
to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God,
he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you.
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared.
Then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the dumb will sing.
Streams will burst forth in the desert, and rivers in the steppe. The burning
sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of water; the abode
where jackals lurk will be a marsh for the reed and papyrus. A highway will
be there, called the holy way; no one unclean may pass over it, nor fools go
astray on it. No lion will be there, nor beast of prey go up to be met upon it.
It is for those with a journey to make, and on it the redeemed will walk.
Those whom the Lord has ransomed will return and enter Zion singing,
crowned with everlasting joy. They will meet with joy and gladness; sorrow
and mourning will flee.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – THE LORD IS MY LIGHT (680)

SECOND READING

Paul (12:12-22, 24b-27) A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the
Corinthians

The body is one and has many members, but all the members, many though
they are, are one body; and so it is with Christ. It was in one Spirit that all of
us, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, were baptized into one body. All of
us have been given to drink of the one Spirit.
Now the body is not one member, it is many. If the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand I do not belong to the body,” would it then no
longer belong to the body? If the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I
do not belong to the body,” would it then no longer belong to the body? If
the body were all eye, what would happen to our hearing? If it were all ear,
what would happen to our smelling?
As it is, God has set each member of the body in the place he wanted it to
be. If all the members were alike, where would the body be? There are,
indeed, many different members, but one body. The eye cannot say to the
hand, “I do not need you,” any more than the head can say to the feet, “I do
not need you.” Even those members of the body which seem less important
are in fact indispensable.
God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to the lowly
members, that there may be no dissension in the body, but that all the
members may be concerned for one another. If one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members share its
joy. You, then, are the body of Christ. Every one of you is a member of it.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL

Luke (5:17-26)

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were
sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick.
Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him
into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do
this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his
mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” The
Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is
this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these
things in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell
you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front
of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe
and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
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